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Robert King 

On April 20, 2015, Sergeant King directed the officer driving the police vehicle in which he was 
riding to pull over a particular car. The officer did not know the reason the stop was being 
conducted. As Sergeant King later confirmed, he directed that the officer pull over the car because it 
had air fresheners dangling from the rear-view mirror. 

Once the vehicle was stopped, Sergeant King searched under the passenger seat of the vehicle where 
he saw a brown paper bag. In his interview, Sergeant King stated that he searched the bag because 
he saw the outline of a gun. The officer with him did not see the outline of a gun. The officers ran 
the man’s driver’s license and determined it was suspended. The man was arrested and placed in a 
police vehicle. 

After the man was arrested, Sergeant King searched the vehicle again. The officer stated that every 
time a person is arrested, the vehicle is searched because “that’s what we do.” Sergeant King, 
perhaps aware that searching vehicles of arrestees without probable cause is unlawful, testified that 
the man told him to go to the car and search for his wallet, and that’s why he was searching the car a 
second time. A bystander recorded the search, in which Sergeant King is searching the vehicle and 
saying to himself, “he’s into this shit, this fucking guy,” and does not recover a wallet. 

The CCRB found that the second search was not lawful and that Sergeant King made a false official 
statement when he stated the man had directed him to search for his wallet in the car. The NYPD 
did not punish Sergeant King, who is now a Lieutenant in the 25th Precinct. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Tony Basilio 06027 052 PCT

2. SGT Robert King 03180 052 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. POM Fairoze Edoo 06355 052 PCT

2. POM Brendan Mcmorrow 12059 052 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  SGT Robert King Abuse of Authority: Sgt. Robert King stopped the car in 
which  was an occupant.

A .  

B .  SGT Robert King Abuse of Authority: Sgt. Robert King searched the car in 
which  was an occupant.

B .  

C .  SGT Robert King Abuse of Authority: Sgt. Robert King searched the car in 
which  was an occupant.

C .  

D .  POM Tony Basilio Force: PO Tony Basilio used physical force against 
.

D .  

E .  SGT Robert King Other: There is evidence suggesting Sgt. Robert King 
provided a false official statement in violation of PG 203-08.

E .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Peter Hoy (S7)           Squad #14                    
           

201504954  Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Monday, 04/20/2015   6:30 PM 52 10/20/2016 10/20/2016

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Mon, 06/08/2015  10:50 AM IAB Phone Wed, 06/17/2015  11:13 AM
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